HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE?

For each sermon, we want to provide questions you can use in small groups, family discussions, or as you are
hanging out with your friends. Here are some steps for getting the most out of each series:

¢ Spend time reflecting on the Get the Big Picture of the Sermon Series to see the overall purpose and to
understand the direction. Read the Overarching Message to see how the sermon is woven through the
sermon as well as the scripture that we are discussing.

¢ Read the Main Idea of the sermon to help you plan your study.

¢ Use the GROW method to help you and your group engage the scripture together.

(G) God’s Message-Spend time together doing a deeper dive into the passage through questions,
personal reflection, and application.

(R) Respond in Prayer-Ask for God to work in your life and the world around you.

(0) One to Share-This will help each person not just think about a passage personally but how it can
help someone else in their faith.

(W) Walk it Out-As with any group, it is good to have each person share one thing they want to
remember as they apply the passage in their everyday lives. Feel free to read some of the Main Idea
to summarize the study together.

KINGDOM INVESTMENT SERMON SERIES

Week 1 - November 2, 2025: Kingdom Impact - On This Rock (Matthew 16:13-18)

Main Idea: This week we’re looking at the dialogue between Jesus and His 12 disciples
and the first declaration of Jesus as the Messiah as confessed by Simon Peter. Jesus is the
immovable cornerstone of the Church of the living God, and because He is, nothing will
ever stop or overpower its advancement.

GROW: Talk through these questions with your Life Group, your family and friends or others
who are growing with you in knowing Jesus more.




God’s Message:
1. If you asked a variety of people today who Jesus is, what kind of responses do you think
you’d get?

2. Read Matthew 16:13-18. Notice that Jesus led his disciples to Caesarea Philippi, a center
for worship of false deities. How might this location uniquely set up the conversation Jesus
initiates?

3. What’s the first question Jesus asks his disciples? How did they answer? Why do you
think people associated Jesus with the men mentioned?

4. What different question does Jesus ask them in v. 157 Who speaks up and what does he
say?

5. Take a moment to consider the depth of Peter’s words. “Christ,” equates to the Hebrew
word Messiah, anointed one or promised Savior. “Son of the living God,” means God
Almighty in human flesh. How do you feel or what thoughts do you have as you consider
these words and Jesus?

6. Who gets credit for revealing Jesus’ identity to Peter (v. 17)? Read John 15:26. How do
followers of Jesus today receive divine insights and understanding of Him?

7. What promise is made about the church in verse 187 Despite generations of fierce
opposition and adversity, Jesus’ church prevails and advances. What step of deeper
investment into His Kingdom are you willing to consider?




Respond in Prayer

Take some time to praise Jesus as the Living God, the immovable cornerstone of your faith
and the church. Give thanks for the local and global church of Jesus Christ. Pray for its
flourishing against opposition and adversity. Ask the Holy Spirit to keep teaching you about
Jesus, shaping you into His likeness, so your life influences others and has Kingdom
impact.

One to Share
Who is one person | can share this message with? How could it encourage them and how
could it help them know God more?

Walk it Out
What is one practical way | can walk out and obey God’s message to me about this
scripture?

Week 2 — November 9, 2025: Kingdom Impact - FHC’s Kingdom Impact

Main Idea: This week we will unpack the full details of Jesus’ Commission to His Church,
and then, walk through the work of Forest Hill Church, internally and externally, locally and
globally.

GROW: Talk through these questions with your Life Group, your family and friends or others
who are growing with you in knowing Jesus more.

God’s Message
1. If you asked someone, "what did Jesus hope to accomplish in his time on earth?” what

answers might you get?

2. Read Matthew 28:18-20. What stands out to you most in Jesus’ words here? Why?



3. Inv. 18 Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Why is it
significant that Jesus begins with the declaration of His authority (v. 18)? How does that
shape the mission He gives? Read also John 3:35 & John 17:1-2, Mark 1:40-42, & Ephesians
1:19-23. What do these verses reveal about His authority?

4. What does it mean to “make disciples” rather than simply converts? How would you
define discipleship in your own words? What might it look like for someone at Forest Hill to
“Go” and “make disciples™?

5. Jesus says “of all nations.” How does this widen the disciples’ perspective beyond their
own community or culture? What might that mean for us today?

6. Why do you think baptism and teaching are included as essential parts of disciple-
making?

7. How does Jesus’ promise, “l am with you always,” give confidence in living out this
mission? Can you share a time you’ve experienced His presence in a step of faith?

Respond in Prayer
Take a few moments to recognize and thank Jesus that He is with you always. Ask Him for
his presence and power to carry out his mission to “Go” and “Make disciples”.

One to Share
Who is one person | can share this message with? How could it encourage them and how
could it help them know God more?

Walk it Out
What is one practical way | can walk out and obey God’s message to me about this
scripture?




Week 3 — November 16, 2025: “Kingdom Impact” A Challenge for the Future

Main Idea: Josue Rodriguez, Lead Pastor of Casa Viva, a partner of Forest Hill Church, will
join us to give us an update of the work of the Lord in East Charlotte through the ministry of
Casa Viva, and to challenge us to continue to be a church that moves beyond its own 4
walls with the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

GROW: Talk through these questions with your Life Group, your family and friends or others
who are growing with you in knowing Jesus more.

God’s Message
1. When you think about your first experience with the church, what comes to mind? How
has that shaped your faith journey?

2. How does society define “the Church”? How does this definition compare to or differ
from Jesus’ model of moving beyond the church's walls to serve others, build relationships
and spread the message of the Gospel to diverse people in the community?

3. Read John 4:1-30. Jesus broke social and cultural norms by intentionally engaging in
conversation with a Samaritan woman. What walls or barriers do we, as a church, need to
tear down to reach people outside our social circles?

4. In that scripture, Jesus shares the “living water” message with the Samaritan woman in a
casual, conversational setting. How can we be like Jesus, sharing our faith naturally
through everyday encounters?

5. In verses 28-30, after her interaction with Jesus, the woman immediately went and told
everyone in her town. What can we learn from her experience about the urgency and
power of personal testimony?



6. How would you articulate your personal testimony to someone who doesn’t know Jesus
in your life?

7. In Mark 16:15, Jesus says, 'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.’
After His resurrection, Jesus passed the baton of sharing the Gospel to believers. How does
it make you feel that we are now Jesus’ hands, feet and mouth to the world?

Respond in Prayer
Read the following poem by Teresa of Avila.

Christ has no body but yours, No hands, no feet on earth but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which he looks Compassion on this world,

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, Yours are the hands,
with which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now but yours,

No hands, no feet on earth but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

Pray together as a group in response to today’s discussion and the poem.
One to Share

Are there any barriers holding you back from sharing your personal testimony? If so, how
can they be overcome?

Walk it Out
What are practical ways that Forest Hill can be a church that is "among the unchurched,"
rather than just a "church for the unchurched"?




